
 
 
 
 

 
The improvements made in the field of quality significantly 

reduce incorrect interpretations of the clinical laboratory 
 

 
The quality of the clinical laboratory is fundamental for the safety of patients as it 
implies the reduction of errors, the analysis of the causes of their pathologies and the 
avoidance of their recurrence. The Spanish Society of Clinical Biochemistry and 
Molecular Pathology (SEQC), whose members are seeking to obtain the highest level 
of quality in their work, has organised the V International Clinical Laboratory and 
Quality Symposium, with the objective of disseminating and updating knowledge to 
help the doctor to diagnose, forecast, treat and follow patients in the most effective way 
possible.   
 
To do this, the 200+ attendees have reviewed subjects covering all laboratory 
activities, such as the change in the analysis request and the current tools for the 
preparation and handling of samples, the comparison between laboratories with first 
rate programmes, the impact of the provision on patient care and the formal recognition 
of the laboratory quality. 
 
According to Dr. Francisco Ramón Bauzá. member of the SEQC and of the 
Symposium organising committee, "the regular organisation of this type of training 
activities has contributed to the notable improvement seen in recent years in the quality 
of laboratories." 
 
This improvement has been evident, for example, in the reduction in the variability, 
shown through external quality guarantee programmes or the increase in laboratories 
certified by the ISO 9001 standard or accredited according to the ISO 15189 standard. 
Specifically, the variability between laboratories in some tests, such as blood glucose, 
has gone from the 10% of 1995 to the present-day 4%. 
 
“It is also important to highlight the cooperation between several Scientific Societies in 
order to guarantee quality, such as the existence of a common journal, the organisation 
of a unified congress or the existence of joint working groups on quality,” said Doctor 
Carmen Ricós, member of SEQC and of the organising committee.  
 
Currently, to measure quality levels of laboratories, the SEQC organises 28 
programmes covering a total of 189 biological quantities, a pre-analysis quality 
programme and quality indicators programme. 
 
Internationalisation  
The Symposium's programme has had vastly experienced, relevant international 
speakers, widely published in scientific journals and members of internationally 
recognised working groups. 
 
"We wanted to invite speakers from other countries, because the laboratory 
organisations in different countries are becoming more and more alike and it allows the 
discussion of common problems and the suggestion of possible solutions," both 
speakers said.  

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Left to right. Above: the venue. Below: the Symposium organising committee  

with some of the speakers visiting the modernist pavilions in Hospital de la 
Santa Creu i Sant Pau 
 


